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Work in progress 
We have almost finished setting up site compounds, 
offices and car parks on site. Earthworks to build a 
foundation at the main plant site are continuing.  

You may have noticed that traffic signage has been 
installed on and around Beach Street. Please follow 
the direction of signs.  

Upcoming work  
Earthworks activities will continue to ramp up 
through May, assuming the weather is fine and there 
are no major issues. This includes creating a 
working platform to start piling work on the intake 
shaft for the desalination plant.  
The type of piling process being used is low noise 
and no vibration so you will not notice the piling 
activity. Excavation and jet grouting between the 
piles will also begin from May as part of the works to 
support the tunnelling of the intake shaft.  
Most activities will be carried out between 7am and 
6pm Monday to Friday, and Saturdays from 8am 
to 1pm, weather permitting. If we need to work 
outside these times, we will always let you know. 

During construction you will notice additional 
vehicles in the area, changed traffic and parking 
conditions and traffic control. Please follow the 
directions of signs and traffic control.  

Night work in May 2025 
The intersection of Pacific Highway and Beach 
Street, part of the approved route to the plant 
construction site, needs to be adjusted to allow 
trucks to turn safely while cars are passing through 
the traffic lights. 

We will be installing new road signs on the Pacific 
Highway near the intersection of Beach Street  
and painting line marking and installing signs on 
Beach Street, from Ellen Street to the traffic lights.  

This work needs to be carried out at night to 
minimise disruption to traffic on the Pacific 
Highway.  

Night work hours 
Installation of signs and intersection adjustments will 
take a few hours between 6pm Thursday 1 May 
and 6am Thursday 2 May 2025, assuming the 
weather is fine and there are no major issues.  

This includes the set up and removal of traffic 
control. If these works are delayed, they will be done 
the following week. We’ve included a map over the 
page to show indicative work areas.  

How the night work will affect you 
At times we will use machinery and equipment that 
generate noise. We will make every effort to 
minimise these impacts by:  

• finishing the work as soon as possible 
• turning off machinery when not in use 
• using non-tonal reversing beepers on all 

machinery 
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 BELMONT DESALINATION PLANT  

WE’RE BUILDING A DESALINATION 
PLANT SO WE CAN CONTINUE TO 

MEET THE NEEDS OF OUR 
CUSTOMERS NOW AND IN THE 

FUTURE. WE’VE ENGAGED JOHN 
HOLLAND TO BUILD THE PLANT. 

 
 

As part of these works, vehicle detector wiring 
buried in the road near the stop line at the 
intersection will need to be adjusted to allow Beach 
Street to be reduced to a single lane at the 
intersection for both left and right turn onto the 
Pacific Highway. 
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The predicted noise level from these works will be loud only for 
a short duration of the night. We do not expect works to be loud 
for residents who are further than 15m from our works. 
Workers will aim to minimise the noise where possible and loud 
works are not expected to take place after 10pm.  

As work progresses throughout the night, you can expect noise 
levels to drop to a moderate to quiet level.  

How we measure noise  
We measure noise in decibels (dBA). Everyone hears and 
interprets noise differently. Many people can hear an increase 
of 10 decibels; however, some activities can sound much 
louder than the actual increase. For example, a lawnmower is 
about 90 decibels and a motorcycle is about 100 decibels. To 
the ear, a motorcycle sounds almost twice as loud as a 
lawnmower. The noise level chart outlines the different levels of 
noise we all experience.  
 
 

Our aim is to minimise inconvenience to you, and we thank you for your patience during this work

Contact us 
We are here to help and answer any questions you may have about our work. If you have any issues or would 
like to provide feedback on how we are consulting with you, please call our community representative, Monique 
Browne on the toll-free number 1800 968 051 or email desal@hunterwater.com.au.  

For more information on the Belmont desalination plant, head to: hunterwater.com.au/desal   
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