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BUILDING OVER SEWER ASSETS

PURPOSE

Hunter Water maintains a network of sewer mains within its area of operation. Under its Operating
Licence Hunter Water is required to meet specified levels of performance with respect to the operation of
this sewerage system. The sewerage network requires regular maintenance to ensure its continued

operation. Access to underground pipelines is a key factor in providing prompt and cost effective
maintenance. The presence of a building or structure over a sewer main restricts or may preclude Hunter

Water from accessing the asset for repairs.

SCOPE

This policy applies to all developments proposing to build over or adjacent to Hunter Water's sewer

network assets.

POLICY STATEMENT

The policy of Hunter Water is to ensure compliance with the legislation (Hunter Water Act, 1991, as
amended) and requires all sewer network assets to be diverted clear of proposed buildings, structures,
landscaping and improvements so as to ensure ongoing access to operate and maintain the asset.

Where Hunter Water agrees that there may be a suitably low residual risk, Hunter Water may require
that the asset be replaced in-situ with flexible and more durable plastic pipe prier to building works
commencing. This work is at the landowner’s expense and can usually be carried out by an accredited
contractor. Where existing sewer mains are located on the development lot, the landowner is required to
undertake work so that the sewer mains comply with the latest Hunter Water Edition, WSAA Design

Manual guidelines.
APPLICATION OF POLICY

This policy applies to any development, subdivision, building (residential, commercial or industrial), or
any structure proposed to be placed over or adjacent to a sewer asset of Hunter Water.
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Where subdivision is proposed and the future building alignments are not known, Hunter Water requires
the existing sewer mains to be relocated adjacent to boundaries in accordance with the latest Hunter
Water Edition WSAA Design Manual

All footings crossing or adjacent to a sewer main should be strengthened or underpinned to prevent
loading upon the sewer and to protect the stability of the structure in the event of subsidence of the
sewer trench, collapse of the sewer, or excavation by Hunter Water to repair or maintain the sewer. In
this regard, it may be necessary to consult a competent designer or structural engineer.

Special consideration to footing design should extend to land within the Zone of Influence. This is a
neminal strip of land (usually about twice as wide as the sewer is deep) within which the sewer main is
centrally located. Ground conditions are an important consideration in determining the likely zone of
influence and it may be necessary for you to engage a qualified Geotechnical Engineer to determine the
appropriate design parameters influencing the structural performance of proposed foundations, footings
or piers. Hunter Water requires a minimum working clearance of 1.5 metres from the centre of any

access chamber to a building wall.

The location of the sewer main can be determined from the plan attached to the Section 50 Motice of
Requirements. A surveyor or building contractor engaged by the developer will confirm this location.
Hunter Water Corporation will not accept responsibility for future maintenance on the shaft and/or branch
contained in or under the structure. Conversion of the structure to a habitable area, with or without
plumbing fixtures, is not compliant with Plumbing Code of Australia and Australian/New Zealand
Standard 3500 (AS/NZS 3500:1).

Enquiries on Hunter Water Corporation’s Building Over Sewer Assets Policy should be directed to
Hunter Water's 1300 657 657 number.
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RELATED DOCUMENTS

Building Over Easement or Property

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

The Hunter Water Corporation Act (1991) requires that no building or structure is to impose any loading
an a sewer nor interfere with or obstruct the sewer in conveying flows. Hunter Water's powers allow it to
take legal action where there is a breach or threatened breach of the requirements and to recover
associated costs from the landowner. Hunter Water may in any case where there is a threatened breach
of these conditions; obtain an injunction to prevent any damage to, or interference with, its sewerage
system or other works.

DEFINITIONS, ACRONYMS AND ABEBREVIATIONS

Term Definition

Name Details
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