
FOR MORE INFORMATION call 1800 968 051 (toll-free) or email desal@hunterwater.com.au 

 

 

Work in progress 
Onshore works are progressing well. Work to stabilise the intake shaft is complete and excavation of the intake 

shaft is underway. The intake shaft is where a tunnel boring machine will launch from to build the seawater 

intake pipe.  

Work is also continuing to get the site ready for the main building. Trenches are being dug, and underground 

services are being installed. Deliveries of steel and other materials will start arriving soon for construction of the 

building walls. 

Upcoming work  
Construction will soon be diving into an exciting new phase with tunnelling and marine works getting 

underway from late November. 

A jack-up barge (example below) and support vessels will be stationed about 800 metres off Nine Mile Beach as 

crews begin setting anchors and installing piling equipment for construction of the direct ocean intake structure.  

Onshore, we’ll be getting ready for tunnelling by setting up the tunnel boring equipment and associated support 

systems. Concrete pipes, which will form the intake pipeline from the plant to the direct ocean intake structure, 

will start arriving onsite early November.  

Construction of the desalination plant buildings will keep moving ahead during November, with steel framing 

getting underway for the main building and concreting and other preparatory work continuing on ancillary 

buildings.  
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WE’RE BUILDING A DESALINATION 
PLANT SO WE CAN CONTINUE TO 

MEET THE NEEDS OF OUR 
CUSTOMERS NOW AND IN THE 

FUTURE. WE’VE ENGAGED JOHN 
HOLLAND TO BUILD THE PLANT. 

 

 

Learn more about tunnelling 

and marine works. 

Jump on to 

hunterwater.com.au/desal to 

watch a short video or download a 

factsheet. 

https://www.hunterwater.com.au/about/community/projects-in-your-area/belmont-desalination-plant
http://desal@hunterwater.com.au
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Scan the QR code       
to register for digital 
project updates: 

Our work schedule 
Most activities will take place between 7am and 6pm Monday to Friday, and Saturdays from 8am to 1pm, 

weather permitting.  

Extended working hours may be needed during concrete pours, including starting between 5am and 7am from 

Monday to Friday, and finishing after 6pm if a concrete delay occurs during a shift. 

Throughout the remainder of October and November, crews may be working around the clock (24/7) from 

Monday to Thursday on excavation of the intake shaft. We do not expect nearby residents to hear any noise 

from this activity.  

We may need to work outside these times for other key activities. We will let you know in advance if you are 

expected to be affected by these activities. 

How this will affect you 
Heavy vehicle movements will continue for oversized 

equipment and tunnelling components (including 

concrete pipes for the intake pipeline), with around six 

to ten pipe deliveries expected each day.  

From late November, you may notice increased activity 

about 800 metres off Nine Mile Beach, including arrival 

of the jack-up barge, as well as other barges and 

support vessels. To help ensure safety for workers and 

ocean users, a 500m by 500m vessel exclusion zone 

will be established around the jack-up barge – please 

follow the directions of yellow markers and buoys. 

Noise and vibration from offshore piling and tunnelling 

should be minor and will be managed within approved limits. 

During 24/7 excavation of the intake shaft, additional measures will be put in place to reduce disruption 

including:  

• all workers will be instructed to access and leave the site in a quiet and considerate manner, always 

abiding with the speed limit of 30km/h and not playing loud music in cars 

• turning off machinery when not in use 

• scheduling the noisiest activities during the day, where possible 

• workers to communicate through walkie talkies when communicating over large distances 

• flood lights will be directed down to prevent light spill.  

• using non-tonal reversing alarms 

• no signalling by horns, whistles or shouting  

• no dropping of materials from height, throwing of metal items and slamming of doors.  

Our aim is to minimise inconvenience to you, and we thank you for your patience during this work. 

Contact Us 
We are here to help and answer any questions you may have about our work. 

If you have any issues or would like to provide feedback on how we are engaging with you, please call our 

community representative, Monique Browne on the toll-free number 1800 968 051 or email                

desal@hunterwater.com.au for more information on the Belmont Desalination Plant. 

mailto:desal@hunterwater.com.au
http://desal@hunterwater.com.au

