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Work in progress 
Construction of the main building for the 

desalination plant is progressing with large concrete 

pours underway, the installation of reinforcing walls 

and completion of trenches for underground 

services. 

Preparation work for the excavation of the shaft is 

continuing ahead of tunnelling works starting.  

Tunnelling equipment will start arriving on site in 

October, for set up of the separation plant and 

launch frame for the micro tunnel boring machine 

(MTBM). This MTBM will be used to build the 

oceanwater intake pipeline.  

Across the site, underground pipes and electrical 

conduits are being installed to support the 

construction of the desalination process buildings. 

Upcoming work  
Over the coming weeks, we will start to prepare for 

the yard piping and drainage systems. Cabling and 

fit out works for the switch rooms will also start 

soon. 

Preparation for the offshore marine work is under 

way with the off-site fit out works on the jack up 

barge nearing completion. Pre-cast components of 

the direct ocean intake are also being built. These 

components, known as caissons, will be 

transported by barge to the jack up barge which will 

be ~800 metres off Nine Mile Beach. Here they will 

be lowered into the ocean to build the offshore 

ocean intake structure.  

 

 

boring machine (MTBM), along with pipes and other 

essential equipment arriving to site soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY UPDATE  

SEPTEMBER 2025 

      

 
BELMONT DESALINATION PLANT 

 

WE’RE BUILDING A DESALINATION 
PLANT SO WE CAN CONTINUE TO 

MEET THE NEEDS OF OUR 
CUSTOMERS NOW AND IN THE 

FUTURE. WE’VE ENGAGED JOHN 
HOLLAND TO BUILD THE PLANT. 

 

 

Let’s talk about marine works! 

We’re holding two pop-up stalls in October to 

share more information about the upcoming 

marine works and answer your questions: 

• Swansea Belmont Surf Life Saving Club 

(Blacksmiths Beach) 

Saturday 11 October 2025 | 9am – 11am 

• Redhead Beach Surf Life Saving Club 

Saturday 18 October 2025 | 9am – 11am 

Drop by to chat with the team, learn more about 

the project and hear how we will be working 

beneath the waves to secure our region’s water 

future.   
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Our work schedule 
Most activities will continue to take place between 7am and 6pm Monday to Friday, and Saturdays from 8am 

to 1pm, weather permitting.  

Extended working hours are needed at times during the continuous concrete pours to avoid compromising the 

strength and durability of the building. This involves starting between 5am and 7am from Monday to Friday, and 

finishing after 6pm if a concrete delay occurs during a shift. 

The delivery and removal of plant and equipment may need to take place at night, during the month of October, 

due to oversize restrictions on local roads during the day. No impacts are expected from these deliveries as 

they travel to and from the site where they will be offloaded between standard construction hours. 

We may need to work outside standard construction hours for other key activities. If you are expected to be 

affected by these activities, we will let you know in advance. 

How this will affect you 
You may notice light vehicles and concrete trucks travelling along Beach Street and Ocean Park Road however 

the concrete pours are expected to be quiet. 

We’re working hard to minimise any disruption and appreciate your patience as we continue this important work. 

Contact us 

We are here to help and answer any questions you may have about our work.  

If you have any issues or would like to provide feedback on how we are engaging with you, please call our 

community representative, Monique Browne on the toll-free number 1800 968 051 or email 

desal@hunterwater.com.au.  

For more information on the Belmont desalination plant, head to: hunterwater.com.au/desal 

 

Image of site showing trenching and concrete works in preparation for the main building (August 2025) 
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