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BELMONT DESALINATION PLANT 
We’re building a desalination plant to help secure our region’s water future. We’ve 

partnered with John Holland to deliver the construction of the plant.  

 

Work progress 
Over the past few weeks, we reached several important 

milestones both offshore and on land. 

Offshore, direct ocean intake structures (caissons) 

were successfully lowered into position and sunk into 

the seabed. This is a key step in preparing for the micro 

tunnel boring machine (MTBM) to break through and 

connect the on land intake shaft to the offshore intake 

structure. 

The MTBM recovery cradle has been transported to the 

jack-up barge and installed within the caissons. This 

will provide a safe landing point for the machine after 

breakthrough. 

Onshore, concrete works for the treated water storage 

tank are now complete. All tunnelling pipes have been 

delivered to site, and night work to upgrade the power 

supply to the site has been completed. 

Upcoming work  

In July, our focus offshore will be on bringing the tunnel 

boring machine back to the surface and removing 

equipment from the water. This is part of safely packing 

up the jack-up barge so it can leave the area. 

Onshore, tunnelling work is wrapping up. Crews will 

begin taking apart equipment and clearing out the 

tunnel and shaft. 

Mechanical work will keep progressing inside the main 

building. Across the site, crews will also continue 

installing steel frames and external wall panels for 

supporting buildings, including the reverse osmosis 

switch room and treated water pump station. 

Installation of underground services and connecting 

pipework across the site is ongoing. Construction of the 

microfiltration tank will also begin. 

Our work schedule 
Most activities will take place between 7am and 6pm 

Monday to Friday, and Saturdays from 8am to 1pm, 

weather permitting.  

Some activities, like concrete pours, installing large 

precast panels and structural steel, operating the 

temporary water treatment plant, and roofing work, may 

start earlier than 5am or finish after 6pm depending on 

weather conditions and construction requirements. 

Crews will also be working outside standard hours to 

clean concrete surfaces and apply protective coatings. 

These activities need stable temperatures and clear 

work zones, so they’re best done outside of standard 

construction hours.  

Work to demobilise tunnelling will continue 24/7, and 

offshore works will take place most days until marine 

activities are complete and the jack-up barge leaves 

the area. We don’t expect nearby residents to hear 

these activities.  
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Scan the QR code       
to register for digital 
project updates: 

If we need to work outside standard hours and you’re 

likely to be affected, we will let you know ahead of time. 

How this will affect you 
You may notice the following during our works:  

• Heavy vehicle movements, including at night, for material deliveries, oversized equipment and 

tunnelling components such as concrete pipes for the intake pipeline. 

• Helicopters transporting workers between Lake Macquarie Airport and the jack-up barge between 6am 

and 7pm, up to seven days a week. The busiest times will be short periods during shift changes. Flights 

are limited to essential worker transfers and kept to the minimum needed for safe operations. 

• Lighting for tunnelling and offshore marine work while these activities are completed around the clock. 

Floodlights will be directed downward to reduce light spill. 

During 24-hour tunnelling work, we will reduce disruption by: 

• Asking workers to enter and leave the site quietly and follow the 30km/h speed limit. 

• Turning off machinery when not in use. 

• Scheduling the noisiest activities during the day, where possible. 

• Using two-way radios to communicate over larger distances. 

• Using non-tonal reversing alarms. 

• Avoiding the use of horns or whistles and avoiding dropping materials from height or slamming doors. 

Our aim is to minimise inconvenience to you, and we thank you for your patience during this work. 

Contact us 
We are here to help and answer any questions you may have about this work. 

If you have any questions, concerns or feedback about this work or how we are engaging with you, please call 

our community representative, Monique Browne, on the toll-free number 1800 968 051 or email 

desal@hunterwater.com.au for more information about the Belmont Desalination Plant. 

 

Inside the main building that will house the reverse 

osmosis desalination equipment 

 

Thank you! 
Thank you to everyone who attended our 

Community Site Visit on Saturday 20 June 2026.  

Around 40 nearby residents and members of 

local community groups enjoyed a bus tour of the 

site and had the opportunity to learn more about 

the project from key members of the Hunter 

Water and John Holland teams. 

We’ll look to run another site visit in the future. 
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