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Earthworks is the process of handling or 

moving large quantities of soil and other 

excavated material during construction. 

This involves bringing the fill material to 

site by truck and trailers to form the 

foundation for the desalination plant.  

What is the process for earthworks?  

Before large quantities of fill material can be brought 

to site, the removal of vegetation known as ‘clearing 

and grubbing’ needs to take place. Once this is 

done, the next step is to strip the topsoil and level 

the ground. Local heritage and cultural leaders will 

be on site to supervise areas of significance that 

have been previously identified across the site. 

These representatives will be present during the 

initial breaking of ground. 

Once the foundation has been established, the next 

step is to compact the surface to treat the foundation 

layer to make it suitable for the construction of the 

Desalination Plant.   

How will the earthworks activities affect 

me? 

Truck and trailer movements for importing material 

to site will be within about a three-month period, 

weather and site conditions permitting, which is 

expected to start from early March.  

During this time there will be a gradual increase in 

truck movements to the peak number of heavy 

vehicle movements for this important activity to 

establish the desalination plant. 

As with any earthworks activity, creating dust is 

unavoidable, however we have an experienced 

construction team who will plan and carry out work 

to minimise the generation of dust as much as 

possible.   

Our work schedule  

Most activities will be carried out between 7am and 

6pm Monday to Friday, and Saturdays from 8am 

to 1pm, weather permitting. If we need to work 

outside these times, we will let you know  
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Why is earthworks needed? 

Infilling of site is needed to raise the desalination plant 

footprint by between 1.5 and 2.5 metres, to a height of 

around 3.8 - 4.3 metres Australian Height Datum 

(AHD), to cater for the 1 in 100 year flood event under 

predicted climate change conditions. 

This infilling will raise the plant’s footprint to limit the 

impacts of sea level rise on the desalination plant 

during operation to help futureproof for climate 

change. 

How will earthwork activities be managed 

to minimise disruption to the local 

community? 

Construction can be disruptive, and we thank you for 

your patience while we build the Belmont Desalination 

Plant.  

Before construction work starts, we prepare various 

plans, including construction and environmental 

management plans. These plans outline how we will 

manage the impacts from activities such as 

earthworks. We also consider nearby residents and 

businesses when developing our plans.  

Our planning approach includes: 

• Identifying all people who may hear or feel construction noise and vibration or be impacted by the 

work. 

• Managing safe access for our neighbours to get to and from their properties. 

• Setting up measures to control dust on site. 

• Making plans for parking on the site and not on local roads. 

• Planning heavy vehicle movements to minimise the impact on residents. 

 

The measures we will use to reduce the impact of the earthworks on the local community include: 

• All loads will be covered and restrained to secure the material being transported and protect road 

from falling debris 

• Monitoring dust around our work site to ensure the methods we are using to minimise dust are 

effective. 

• Including rest breaks from high-noise activities during construction hours.  

• All staff and subcontractors will be inducted to site and will sign a driver’s code of conduct, and no 

deliveries will be planned outside the standard construction hours, unless required. 

• Automatic tailgate locks will be fitted and operational on all heavy vehicles carting loose materials. 

Contact us 

We are here to help and answer any questions you may have about our work. To talk to one of our project 

team members, call the toll-free number 1800 968 051 or email desal@hunterwater.com.au.  

You can also learn more about the project at www.hunterwater.com.au/desal 
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