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BELMONT DESALINATION PLANT 
We’re building a desalination plant to help secure our region’s water future. We’ve 

partnered with John Holland to deliver the construction of the plant.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work progress 
August marked another major milestone for the 

project, with offshore marine works complete and 

the jack-up barge leaving the area.  

This means all major marine construction activities are 

now finished, following the successful installation of the 

offshore intake structure and seabed protection works. 

Onshore, crews continued removing tunnelling 

equipment and temporary services from the tunnel 

shaft as the project transitions into surface construction 

activities. 

Construction also progressed across the site with 

treatment equipment, pipework and supporting 

infrastructure being installed. Inside the main process 

building, crews have been installing pumps, electrical 

equipment, pipework and mechanical systems that will 

play a key role in turning seawater into safe, reliable 

drinking water for our region. 

Across the site, crews also installed underground 

services, structural steel and precast elements for 

several key facilities as the plant continues to take 

shape.  

Upcoming work  

In September, construction activity will continue across 

multiple areas of the site as installation and fit-out 

works progress. Crews will install treatment equipment, 

pumps, filtration systems, pipework and associated 

services inside the main process building. 

With tunnelling now complete, work has started to 

transition the intake shaft into the intake pump station, 

which will help move seawater from the intake pipeline 

into the treatment process. Crews will also continue 

installing underground pipelines and utility connections 

across the site, including treated water, overflow, 

drainage and process pipework. 

Several buildings will move into new phases of 

construction, including structural works on the 

administration building, fit-out works in the treated 

water pump station and switch rooms, and ongoing 

work on the workshop, compressor, lime dosing and 

chemical dosing facilities. Electrical, ventilation, 

security and fire protection systems will also be 

installed across key buildings. 

High voltage power upgrade works will continue to 

support the future operation of the desalination plant. 

Crews will continue hydrotesting tanks, installing 

mechanical equipment and preparing parts of the plant 

for commissioning. 
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Our work schedule 

Most activities will take place between 7am and 6pm Monday to Friday, and Saturdays from 8am to 1pm, 

weather permitting.  

Some activities, such as concrete pours, crane lifts, installing large precast panels and structural steel, internal 

building fit-outs, oversized deliveries and unloading, may start before 5am or finish after 6pm depending on 

weather conditions and construction requirements.  

Crews will continue removing tunnel equipment and carrying out high voltage power upgrade works outside 

standard construction hours. We do not expect nearby residents to hear these activities. 

If we need to carry out other work activities outside standard hours and you’re likely to be affected, we will let you 

know ahead of time. 

How this will affect you 
You may notice the following during our works:  

• Heavy vehicle movements for material deliveries and oversized equipment, including some movements outside 

standard construction hours where needed. 

• Lighting for site while these activities are completed outside standard construction hours. Floodlights will be 

directed downward to reduce light spill. 

During out-of-hours work, we will reduce disruption by: 

• Asking workers to enter and leave the site quietly and follow the 30km/h speed limit. 

• Turning off machinery when not in use. 

• Scheduling the noisiest activities during the day, where possible. 

• Using two-way radios to communicate over larger distances. 

• Using non-tonal reversing alarms. 

• Avoiding the use of horns or whistles and avoiding dropping materials from height or slamming doors. 

Our aim is to minimise inconvenience to you, and we thank you for your patience during this work. 

Contact us 
We are here to help and answer any questions you may have about this work. 

If you have any questions, concerns or feedback about this work, or how we are engaging with you, please call our 

community representative, Monique Browne, on 1800 968 051 or email desal@hunterwater.com.au. 

 

Crews are continuing to install mechanical equipment for the reverse 

osmosis system inside the main process building. 

Thirsty for more information? 

Check out the July 2026 project 

update, which covers off an all 

key milestones. 
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