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WE'RE BUILDING A
DESALINATION PLANT SO WE
CAN CONTINUE TO MEET THE
NEEDS OF OUR CUSTOMERS

NOW AND IN THE FUTURE.
WE'VE ENGAGED JOHN
HOLLAND TO BUILD THE PLANT.

Work in progress

Onshore work is progressing well. We've finished
installing underground services and poured the
main building slab.

We’re getting ready to lower the micro tunnel boring
machine (MTBM) into the intake shaft so it can start
tunnelling. The jack-up barge (JUB) has arrived
about 800m offshore at Nine Mile Beach and has
been jacked into position to start the marine works
to build the direct ocean intake structure under the
sea.

A construction zone is in place around the JUB
to help ensure offshore construction activities
can be completed safely. Only authorised
vessels are allowed to enter the construction
zone.

Upcoming work

From mid to late December, we’ll install three guide
piles offshore, which will help position large
concrete rings (called caissons) for the direct ocean
intake structure. The piles and caissons will be
transported to the JUB by barge.

We'll be installing tunnelling equipment on site,
including hydraulic systems and a jacking frame, to
launch the micro tunnel boring machine (MTBM).

Construction of the desalination plant buildings will
keep moving ahead during January, with steel
framing and precast wall panels to be installed.
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Our work schedule

Most activities will take place between 7am and
6pm Monday to Friday, and Saturdays from 8am
to 1pm, weather permitting.

Extended hours may be needed for concrete pours,
early morning crane lift assembly (before winds
picking up throughout the day) or precast panel
deliveries, starting as early as before 5am or
finishing after 6pm if delays occur.

Tunnelling works will run around the clock (24/7),
seven days a week, from December 2025 through
to mid 2026. We do not expect nearby residents to
hear any noise from this activity.

We may need to work outside these times for other
key activities. We will let you know in advance if
you are expected to be affected by these activities.

Holiday season break

Our team will take a well-deserved break over the
holiday season. Most work will pause from Friday
19 December 2025 and resume Monday 5 January
2026, except for essential offshore and tunnelling
activities.

First section of pipe for the seawater intake arrives on site — December 2025.

FOR MORE INFORMATION call 1800 968 051 (toll-free) or email desal@hunterwater.com.au




HUNTER
WATER

>/

JOHN
HOLLAND

How this will affect you

Heavy vehicle movements will continue for oversized equipment and tunnelling components, including
concrete pipes for the intake pipeline, with around six to ten pipe deliveries expected each day. Pipe
delivery to site will continue through to end of February next year. You may also notice oversize vehicles
escorted by support vehicles, when the large precast building panels are delivered to site.

You might notice some noise or vibration from offshore piling and tunnelling, but it will be kept within
approved limits. Helicopters will transport workers between Lake Macquarie Airport and the JUB from 6am
to 7pm daily 7 days a week, with peak times at shift changes.

Lighting will be needed for the tunnelling and offshore marine work while these works are completed
around the clock. Every effort will be made to minimise light for these temporary works by directing the
floodlights down to prevent light spill.

During 24/7 tunnelling work, additional measures will be in place to reduce disruption including:

o all workers will be instructed to access and leave the site in a quiet and considerate manner,
always abiding with the speed limit of 30km/h and not playing loud music in cars

e turning off machinery when not in use

o scheduling the noisiest activities during the day, where possible

e workers to communicate through two-way radios when communicating over large distances

e using non-tonal reversing alarms

e no signalling by horns, whistles or shouting

e no dropping of materials from height, throwing of metal items and slamming of doors.

Our aim is to minimise inconvenience to you, and we thank you for your patience during this work.

Contact Us

We are here to help and answer any questions you may have about our work.

If you have any issues or would like to provide feedback on how we are engaging with you, please call our
community representative, Monique Browne on the toll-free number 1800 968 051 or email
desal@hunterwater.com.au for more information on the Belmont Desalination Plant.
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We would like to wish you a happy and peaceful festive

season, and all the best for 2026.

FOR MORE INFORMATION call 1800 968 051 (toll-free) or email desal@hunterwater.com.au
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