
Property Council of AustraliaProperty Council of Australia

The Voice of Leadership

The Future for the Property Sector 
in the Hunter

Bob Hawes
Chair

Hunter Chapter
Property Council of Australia



Property Council of AustraliaProperty Council of Australia

The Voice of Leadership

What will be discussed?
Focus on the Property Industry

� Challenges – we are we headed?
� What will influence changes?
� Circumstances in each sector
� Conclusions
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The Challenges
� A Regional Plan – about capability, not an 

undertaking and work still to be done on 
structure

� Local Government
� State instrumentalities

� The community
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The Challenges

� The future - Growth with Development -
reliant on economic and population growth

� Property response to economic, social and 
environmental change – followers not 
leaders
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What will influence changes?
� Residential: population growth, household density, 

lifestyle and over 55’s  
� Industrial: mining, port and transport.
� Commercial: jobs growth, “gentrification” of space.
� Retail: economic demand and trends
� Tourism: growing from VFR
� Special Uses: Uni, Bio-tech, health and education
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Residential
� Decreasing household density and ageing 

population influencing demand and choice
� Where are the investors?
� NIMBY on steroids and new growth trends: City 

life goes rural! 
� Baby Boomer plans for Gen X choices
� Growth against the trend: greenfield V’s 

brownfield
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Industrial
� The local economy – generic (the drivers) 

not “cargo cult”
� Competition amongst uses
� Employment land is not homogeneous. 
� Clusters, high tech, SME’s, land 

packaging?  What really works?
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Commercial

� Newcastle, Capital of the Hunter! Retail, 
commercial, residential, tourism and 
culture

� From Country town to small City
� Growth in the ‘burbs’ and “rural” towns
� Office Parks, decentralisation and other 

illusions
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The Rest
� Retail and bulky goods – have we got the 

mix right? Centres based approach.
� The Uni, Airport and Port – adding 

horsepower to the mix
� Tourism: emerge from the VFR bind.
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Conclusions

� A Region maturing
� The Vision thingo - lets move on
� Avoiding overbalancing – property industry 

can not pay
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Thank You

Questions


